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Name: ____________________________ Date: ______________

Choose the option that best fills each blank. Circle one answer for each question.

1. Although the proposed explanation initially seemed convincing, repeated experiments produced
conflicting results. The researchers therefore regarded it as _____ rather than established.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. irrelevant

B. tentative

C. definitive

D. inevitable

2. The editor removed several sentences that repeated points made earlier. These _____ passages
added length but no new information.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. innovative

B. indispensable

C. ambiguous

D. redundant

3. To determine whether the effect depended on a particular instrument, the team repeated the
measurement using three different devices. The agreement among the results helped _____ the
original finding.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. corroborate

B. anticipate

C. obscure

D. invalidate
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4. The historian did not claim that the surviving letters described every aspect of daily life. Instead, she
_____ her conclusion to the household activities that the letters explicitly discussed.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. attributed

B. opposed

C. restricted

D. extended

5. Because the committee members disagreed about nearly every detail, the few points of _____
became the foundation of their final proposal.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. divergence

B. consensus

C. contention

D. uncertainty

6. The poet uses a spare style: each image is expressed in a few carefully chosen words. Critics admire
this _____, which allows a brief line to convey a complex idea.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. economy

B. hesitation

C. inconsistency

D. ornamentation
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7. The two engineers arrived at different estimates because they used different assumptions. Once they
agreed on the assumptions, the apparent _____ between their results disappeared.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. discrepancy

B. precision

C. consistency

D. connection

8. Rather than announce a fixed schedule, the organizer kept the program _____ so that sessions could
be moved if speakers arrived late.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. rigid

B. adaptable

C. exhaustive

D. secretive

9. The critic praised the essay for acknowledging evidence against its own argument. This willingness to
address competing views made the analysis more _____ than a one-sided account would have been.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. evasive

B. impulsive

C. balanced

D. absolute
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10. The researcher found only two damaged fragments of the inscription. Because the evidence was so
_____, she could not confidently reconstruct the entire message.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. conclusive

B. abundant

C. uniform

D. scant

11. The architect retained the building's old brick walls but added large windows and open work areas.
Her aim was to _____ its historic character with present-day needs.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. reconcile

B. conceal

C. separate

D. replace

12. During rehearsal, the conductor asked the brass players to lower their volume so that the quieter
woodwind melody would remain _____.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. obsolete

B. audible

C. decorative

D. erratic
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